
Welcome!
The meeting will begin momentarily.

How to Use Zoom Webinar:
• Zoom webinar will not permit 

access to your camera.

• Please submit 
comments/questions in writing 
through the Q&A function.

• Written comments/questions 
can be submitted at any time 
and will be answered or 
discussed at designated points 
during the meeting by the 
panelists.

• Click "Raise Hand" if you 
would like to speak your 
comments/questions 
at designated points with the 
panelists. A moderator 
will grant temporary access to 
your device's microphone.

Thank you for participating in our virtual public 
consultation meeting! 1
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Panel of Speakers
Moderator

Carly Bond, Associate Director, Historic Preservation, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Panelists
Dr. Tina Menendez, Bezos Learning Center Director

Mike Henry, Senior Design Manager, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Ralph Johnson, Design Principal, Perkins&Will

Zena Howard, Project Principal, Perkins&Will

Elizabeth Kennedy, Principal, Elizabeth Kennedy Landscape Architects

Michelle Tessier, Senior Associate, HLB Lighting

Kim Daileader, Senior Project Manager, EHT Traceries

Carly        Tina         Mike   Ralph             Zena             Elizabeth   Michelle          Kim
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South ElevationMeeting Agenda

I. Criteria of Adverse Effect
II. Preliminary Assessment of Effects
III. Exterior Design Refinements

I. Landscape Design Update
II. Façade Design Update
III. Southwest Corner Development
IV. Physical Connection to NASM

IV. Next Steps

Q&A Process
Zoom webinar will not permit 
access to your camera.

Please submit 
comments/questions in writing 
through the Q&A function.

Written comments/questions can 
be submitted at any time and will 
be answered or discussed at 
designated points during the 
meeting by the Panelists.

Click “Raise Hand” if you would 
like to speak your 
comments/questions at designated 
points with the Panelists. A 
moderator will grant temporary 
access to your device’s 
microphone.
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Integrated Bezos Learning Center Scope

Phoebe Waterman Haas Observatory and Astronomy Park Bezos Learning Center Viewed from the National Mall
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Assessment of Effects on Historic Resources
• Draft Assessment available for consulting parties 

review

• https://airandspace.si.edu/about-
transformation/bezos-learning-center/106 

• Comment period open through August 21, 2024

• Report format:
o Project Description

o Area of Potential Effects

o Character Defining Features

o Preliminary Effect Assessments
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Criteria of Adverse Effect

“An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may directly or indirectly alter any of the characteristics of a 
historic property that qualify it for inclusion in the National Register in a manner that would diminish the 
property’s integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association.” 
36 CFR 800.5(a)(1)

• Physical destruction or damage; 
• Alterations that are inconsistent with the Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, including 

restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization, hazardous material remediation, and provision of 
handicapped access; 

• Removal of the property from its historic location; 
• Change of the character of the property’s use or of contributing physical features within the property’s setting; 
• Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the property’s significant historic 

features; 
• Neglect or deterioration (except in certain religious or cultural cases); and 
• Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate preservation controls.
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NASM – Design/Form/Mechanical No Adverse Effect

Image from Schematic Design
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NASM – Materials/Integrated Façade Lighting Adverse Effect

Image from Schematic Design
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NASM – Solid/Void Pattern

Adverse Effect minimized by light 
connection and reversibility. NASM 
remains the primary feature on the 
site in accordance with the PA.
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NASM – Recessed Glazed Openings/Marble Wall Panels

N

Stone to be 
Temporarily 
Removed and 
Replaced

Area of Impact

Image from Schematic Design

Adverse Effect minimized by 
glazed hyphen and skylight of 
carefully considered connection in 
accordance with the PA.
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NASM - Signage Undetermined
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NASM – Terraces/Planting Beds/Retaining Walls
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NASM – Terraces/Planting Beds/Retaining Walls

Adverse Effect minimized by limiting changes to the east end of 
the site, already most impacted by alterations.
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NASM – Garage Openings Adverse Effect

Image from Schematic Design
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NASM - Interior No Adverse Effect

Image from Schematic Design
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Contributing View Shed: Jefferson Dr EastNASM - Landscape

No Adverse Effect
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NASM – Cumulative Impacts

BLC

Adverse Effect

Image from Schematic Design
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National Mall Historic District – New Construction

BLC

Adverse Effect 
minimized by 
carefully 
conceived 
design that is 
distinctive but 
compatible.

Image from Schematic Design
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National Mall Historic District – Viewsheds and Vistas No Adverse Effect

BLC

Image from Schematic Design
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National Mall Historic District – Cumulative Impacts Adverse Effect

BLC

Image from Schematic Design
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L’Enfant Plan – New Construction No Adverse Effect

Consulting Parties Meeting #4, July 24, 2024 24



Construct Integrated Bezos Learning Center 

LBJ Dept. of Education – Adjacent to New Construction No Adverse Effect

BLC
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Social Security Administration – Adjacent to New Construction No Adverse Effect

BLC
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US Capitol Grounds and Grant Memorial – Adjacent to New Construction

BLC

Adverse Effect
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National Gallery of Art East and West Wings – Adjacent to New Construction

No Adverse Effect

28

BLC
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Remaining Resources within the APE No Adverse Effect
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Questions and Comments
Moderator

Carly Bond, Associate Director, Historic Preservation, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Panelists
Dr. Tina Menendez, Bezos Learning Center Director

Mike Henry, Senior Design Manager, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Ralph Johnson, Design Principal, Perkins&Will

Zena Howard, Project Principal, Perkins&Will

Elizabeth Kennedy, Principal, Elizabeth Kennedy Landscape Architects

Michelle Tessier, Senior Associate, HLB Lighting

Kim Daileader, Senior Project Manager, EHT Traceries

Carly        Tina         Mike   Ralph             Zena             Elizabeth   Michelle          Kim
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Landscape Site Plan

Area of Shared Responsibility Line of Program Boundary

50
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Landscape Update
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North Aerial Comparison

Previous Update
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North Aerial - Update
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Jefferson Drive Eye-Level
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Learning Courtyard Eye-Level
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Southeast – Aerial
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Site Lighting
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Exterior Design Refinements:
Façade Design Update
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South Elevation
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Façade Module

Day Night
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Façade Module

NASM Stone Module
2’

-6
”

Metal Panel Assembly
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South ElevationSouth Elevation
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Exterior Design Refinements:
Southwest Corner Development
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Level 1 Diagram

Previous Update
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CurrentSite Plan

Tangent to Face of NASM
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CurrentEnlarged Southeast Corner

Site Plan Reference

Stone Volume

Skylight

Revised Curve
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Southeast Aerial - Previous 
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Southeast Aerial - Update 
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Southeast Aerial Comparison

Previous Update
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South Aerial - Previous
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South Aerial – Update
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South Aerial Comparison

Previous Update
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Southwest Aerial - Previous
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Southwest Aerial - Update
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Southwest Corner Comparison

Previous Update
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Southwest Eye-Level
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NASM Interior – Existing Photos

NASM interior at Level 1, Looking East
Image c/o HABS

NASM interior at Level 2, Looking East
Image c/o Google Earth
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NASM Interior - East
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Vestibule

N

Physical Connection to NASM 

Stone to be Temporarily 
Removed and Replaced

Area of Impact
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Looking Southeast
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Looking Southwest
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Section 106, NEPA and Project Schedule
Date Milestone Notes
November 1, 2023 Consulting Parties Meeting #2

NEPA Scoping
NEPA Analysis Ongoing

Review purpose and need
Review potential environment impacts
Review concept design alternatives

April 18, 2024 CFA Review Concept Design
May 2, 2024 NCPC Review Concept Design
July 24, 2024 Consulting Parties Meeting #4 Preliminary Effect Assessment
September 2024 Consulting Parties Meeting #4

Site Visit
Date TBD
Review of exterior cladding materials

September 2024 Draft EA Review
October 2024 Consulting Parties Meeting #5
Spring 2025 Final Design Submissions NEPA FONSI and Section 106 MOA 

complete

• Parties will receive a minimum 30-day email notice of a public meeting
• Section 106 consultation and NEPA process will run concurrently
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Next Steps

Please visit the project webpage:
https://airandspace.si.edu/about-
transformation/bezos-learning-center/106

Today's presentation material will be available on 
the project webpage by July 25, 2024.

Written comments are welcome through 
August 21, 2024.

Submit comments via email to 
preservation@si.edu.
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Questions and Comments
Moderator

Carly Bond, Associate Director, Historic Preservation, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Panelists
Dr. Tina Menendez, Bezos Learning Center Director

Mike Henry, Senior Design Manager, Smithsonian Office of Planning, Design, and Construction

Ralph Johnson, Design Principal, Perkins&Will

Zena Howard, Project Principal, Perkins&Will

Elizabeth Kennedy, Principal, Elizabeth Kennedy Landscape Architects

Michelle Tessier, Senior Associate, HLB Lighting

Kim Daileader, Senior Project Manager, EHT Traceries

Carly        Tina         Mike   Ralph             Zena             Elizabeth   Michelle          Kim
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Construct Integrated 
Bezos Learning Center 

.

Thank you!
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